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One way to open an essay is to “hook” your reader with a block quote here. Then you refer to the quote and weave it into your introduction as you lead up to your thesis statement at the end of the introduction. Block quotes should be space and one half. (Drinnon 2)


The first line of your paragraphs should be indented using the tab button on your keyboard. An introduction should always be well-developed (minimum of 2 thirds of a page). To ensure that the readers “get” the essay’s main point, most writers state their thesis as directly as they can at some point in the essay (most commonly at the end of the introductory section). Go here to learn more about thesis statements. A thesis statement is one or more sentences that sum up the writer's main point. Sometimes a simple sentence can be the thesis statement: By trying to save time, we often waste it. But it is much better to use a more elaborate statement to express the writer’s argument:  The power that the media has over the general population is strong, influencing society's ideals and view of the "American Dream" through methods equivalent to brainwashing. The wealthy continue to uphold a destructive "American Dream," giving people a distorted perception of success and ignoring the reality of limited opportunity that exists today.


All of your paragraphs should be PIE paragraphs. Go to this link to find the handout on the PIE paragraph. Briefly the PIE paragraph starts out with a topic sentence that clearly supports your thesis statement, has ample support in the form of quotations, statistics, personal anecdotes that support the topic in the paragraph, support from the reading in a variety of forms, and at the end of the paragraph an “Explanation” portion that makes connections and explains how the information supports the topic sentence and your argument. All of your paragraphs should be PIE paragraphs and they should all be at least 2 thirds of a page long.


How to use this template: after you download the file you should print it so that you can refer to it from time to time. Go to the menu File > Save As and save the document under a new name. Then you can delete the contents of the document, change the heading to reflect your own name and date, change the title etc.. The reason I created this template was to make it easier for you to format and write your essays. There is also a sample Works Cited page on the last page of the document. Sometimes it is difficult for students to figure out how to format that page. Now you can just use this one and change it according to the sources you used in your own essay. You can go to this link to find all you need to know about MLA format and citation.
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