Second Essay Assignment

Topics to pursue:

1.  Corporations: Trace the development of corporate America as it relates to a thesis you wish to support.  What are they really and how do they fit into American life historically and in today’s world?  This would of necessity include a critique pro or con of multinational corporations and globalization.  (See link on the 126 web page that streams a video of Chomsky’s lecture on globalization.)

2.  Do an historical analysis of the interaction between the labor movement and the corporate sector right up to the present. But be careful not to do a report.  You need to have a thesis that you draw through your essay.

3.  US government domestic policy.  How is our domestic policy implemented and who controls it?

4. US government foreign policy.  What are the economic influences on our foreign policy and how is that justified on the domestic front? This topic would define and develop the realpolitik view historically to the present (as well as other elements).

5.  Explore the role of patriotism to assuage guilt, to rationalize foreign policy, to divert attention from oppression and poor wages and lack of opportunity (as opiate for the masses).  Does the philosophy “Our country right or wrong” belong in our textbooks or on the lips of our political representatives and what harm or good can it do? How is patriotism used by those who seek to sway public opinion with regards to actions that they want to take?

6.  Explore the impact of the “heroic state” as it relates to heroification.  Loewen and Zinn both claim that because the United States is portrayed as the international good guy, we are able to justify or hide our real intent.  You can take either side on this topic.  You may want to claim that we do have a special role to play in the world, and that we for the most part have a beneficial impact on world affairs.

7.  Capitalism versus Socialism.  What impact does the fact that we live in a capitalist system have on the issues we have been studying?  Use our reading to promote one or the other.  

8.  How is fear used to manipulate the public into “going along”?  Chomsky and Michael Moore (Bowling for Columbine) claim that fear is a major tool used by some to shape public opinion.

Attention:

In order to write a good essay you will have to draw from the reading or other sources for your material. You are not limited to what we have read, BUT (and this is critical) you must use our reading material to a large extent.  You may use it as support, or you can use it as a foil to argue against or a combination of both.  The important thing is that you use it and delve into the implications presented by the material that we have been discussing in class.  

A requirement of the essay is that you use in some way all three sources, Loewen, Zinn, and Chomsky.  So, as you are doing your reading for the next week and a half be thinking about and annotating for your topic,  or, if you are not at that stage yet, annotate for parts of the reading that you find key to an understanding of the themes we are dealing with.  I would suggest that you get some small stickies and mark pages and read with a pencil in your hand making cross references to the different texts (and to different areas within the same text) so that when the time comes to write your essay you are one step ahead.

