First Essay Assignment

Topics to pursue:

1.  Heroes and heroification: How has the development of heroes and our dependence upon heroic figures effected the way we see the world and our ability to be objective?

2.  Native American societies and the impact that our conquest of them has on our present

3.  Colonialism and neocolonialism vs imperialism.  How do you see our colonial past reflected in today’s world.

4.  Slavery: How are we dealing with slavery today? Have we sufficiently atoned for what we did to Africans (and now to African Americans)? What impact does it have on our present? Have we come to terms with how this country was developed (using to such a large extent slaves and forced labor)? What impact does race have on our perception of the world?

5.  A frank and in-depth presentation of how and why history is presented in the way it is, focusing on the problems with secondary school textbooks and the educational system.

6.  What are the causes of racism in relation to our readings?  How did it develop historically and what are the implications of that development? Do we still live in a racist society and what does our past have to do with it?

7.  Chomsky says that, “capitalism is not fundamentally racist—it can exploit racism for its purposes, but racism isn’t built into it.” (p. 89) Write an essay exploring this connection taking a stand on the connection of racism and capitalism. As always use the reading to support your position.

8.  A topic of your own choosing that has been cleared with Jon ahead of time.

Attention:

In order to write a good essay you will have to draw from the reading or other sources for your material. You are not limited to what we have read, BUT (and this is critical) you must use our reading material to a large extent.  You may use it as support, or you can use it as a foil to argue against or a combination of both.  The important thing is that you use it and delve into the implications presented by the material that we have been discussing in class.  

A requirement of the essay is that you use in some way all three sources, Loewen, Zinn, and Chomsky.  So, as you are doing your reading for the next week and a half be thinking about and annotating for your topic,  or, if you are not at that stage yet, annotate for parts of the reading that you find key to an understanding of the themes we are dealing with.  I would suggest that you get some small stickies and mark pages and read with a pencil in your hand making cross references to the different texts (and to different areas within the same text) so that when the time comes to write your essay you are one step ahead.

