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Essay Checklist

Check the writer’s introduction.  Does she open with some interesting technique to orient the reader for what is to come? Is the introduction sufficiently developed (two thirds of a page) for a four page essay and does it clearly build to the author's thesis statement.

Now move to the thesis statement at the end of the introduction.  Does the writer take a stand.  Determine if it is worded either too generally, too broadly, too narrowly, and that the writer has taken a perspective that includes her opinion.  Remember, this is a critical element since an essay cannot pass without a thesis statement.
Now look to the body paragraphs.  Are they all developed (at least two thirds of a page long) with adequate support in the form of argument and quotations.  Does the writer include the readings and statistics to support her claims.  And do they all have topic sentences related to and supporting the thesis? Does the writer use the PIE paragraph so that the argument is drawn down through the paragraphs in a clear and convincing manner?

Now take a look at how the essay is organized.  Look to each topic sentence and help the writer to determine if each topic sentence supports the claim or argument being made in the thesis statement. If the thesis statement is weak or does not exist this will be apparent by examining the topic sentences. 

The hallmark of a good argument essay is to take on the opposing view.  Check to see if the writer develops the opposition argument objectively before clearly arguing against it. 

Now look at the conclusion if there is one at this stage. The conclusion should answer the larger question, “So what?” and not just repeat what has already been said. Do you have any help to give the writer to make it more meaningful or to develop it more?  

Check to see if the writer complied with the requirements of the essay. Did she use support from all three sources?  And is the support meaningful and sufficient or was it just dropped in to meet the minimum?

